REDISTRICTING MEETING NOTES

FROM 13-D CONVENTION ON SATURDAY, APRIL 12TH

BY FRAN HARDESTY
Saturday, May 17th, there will be a straw vote for the following:

Vote to select one of the maps presented for consideration by the State ad-hoc committee on redistricting.  Purpose of the maps is to come up with fair proposal to even out population of districts.

(Possibly 3 – 5 maps)  (Some maps condense 10 districts into 7 districts)

Vote, after a map is selected, on whether or not to continue with re-districting.

This issue is very emotion packed.     13-D DOES NOT WANT TO BE DIVIDED.

Most of the maps being considered divide 13-D.

Governor Carl has formed an ad-hoc committee to submit a map to the redistricting committee.  

The map the committee has submitted does not divide 13-D, but does condense 10 districts into 7. 

The map drawn by 13D keeps all but 1 strong district in tact.

Members of 13-D contend that redistricting should NOT divide the districts with adequate populations, but incorporate the areas that have less than 1250 into the larger districts.
We do not now if the map submitted by 13-D will be chosen to be put to the voters at the convention.

At this time, we don’t know which maps are to be considered.

Governor Carl said that he would ask the redistricting committee to send copies of the maps for consideration to all districts prior to the Convention.   We do not know if this will happen.

Other info:

Last time redistricting occurred was in 1966.

There has been a steady decline of members over the past 20 –25 years.

As determined by Lions International, The minimum population of a club to be viable is 1250 members.

13-D has 1639 members as of April 12th.

Consequences of being below the 1250 mark are:


LCI won’t pay for Governor-Elect’s Spouse to International Convention for Governor’s installation.


LCI will not endorse candidate for International Director position.

District G (< 1250) has a sitting International Director; may not be able to run for 2nd VP position.

Some points that 13-D members should consider:

1) Redistricting IS in our future.  (Declining populations is an ongoing problem for ALL districts)

2) ALL districts should be represented on any redistricting committee.
3) Redistricting should be driven to create better, stronger MD-13
4) Redistricting should NOT be done for political reasons.
5) Lion’s International is NOT requesting that we redistrict now.
Many states are voluntarily looking at redistricting due to the problem of declining populations.
When decision was made at Council of Governors to look at redistricting, it was agreed that a small committee would be best.  Representatives were chosen because of their background and NOT because of the districts they were in.  It turned out that the representatives were from districts with populations less than 1250.  When our district realized this and the way that the committee was proposing to divide 13D, Governor Carl asked for representation on the redistricting committee.  This was discouraged.

Governor Carl made a motion at the next Council of Governors for representation and did not get a second.

AT THIS TIME 13-D BELIEVES IT BEST TO VOTE “NO” FOR REDISTRICTING.

Worst case scenario:

If the measure passes at the convention, all districts will have opportunity to vote on it at their individual districts and all districts must approve the measure or it cannot go into effect. 

It is highly doubtful that all districts would approve.

